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PHASE 5 (2)



	N° of hours
	GRAMMAR
	FUNCTIONS
	PAGE

	7
	· Gerunds and infinitives.
· Gerunds after prepositions
· Gerunds after certain verbs.
	· To be able to discuss leisure time activities
	2

	7
	· Go + gerunds for some activities.
· Gerunds as subject and object of the verbs.
	· To describe activities that can be done on your own.
	19

	2
	· To evaluate the imparted lessons
	· Oral and written evaluation.
	





1st LESSON

1. Gerunds and infinitives.
2. Gerunds after Prepositions
3. Gerunds after certain verbs.

[image: Descripción: http://www.pekedibujos.com/Dibujos/varios/anillos/anillo4.jpg]
1. Gerunds and infinitives.
a. A gerund is a noun made from  a verb by adding "-ing."
          Example:  The gerund  form of the verb "read" is "reading." 
· You can use a gerund as the subject, the complement, or the object of a sentence.
Examples:
1) Reading helps you learn English.  (subject of sentence)
2) Her favorite hobby is reading.  (complement of sentence)
3) I enjoy reading.  (object of sentence)
· Gerunds can be made negative by adding "not."
Examples:
1) He enjoys not working.
2) The best thing for your health is not smoking.
b. Infinitives are the "to" form of the verb.  
Example: The infinitive form of "learn" is "to learn." 
· You can also use an infinitive as the subject, the complement, or the object of a sentence.
Examples:
1) To learn is important. subject of sentence
2) The most important thing is to learn. complement of sentence
3) He wants to learn. object of sentence
· Infinitives can be made negative by adding "not."
Examples:
1) I decided not to go.
2) The most important thing is not to give up.
c. Both gerunds and infinitives can be used as the subject or the complement of a sentence. However, as subjects or complements, gerunds usually sound more like normal, spoken English, whereas infinitives sound more abstract. 
In the following sentences, gerunds sound more natural and would be more common in everyday English. Infinitives emphasize the possibility or potential for something and sound more philosophical. If this sounds confusing, just remember that 90% of the time, you will use a gerund as the subject or complement of a sentence.
Examples:
1) Learning is important. normal subject
2) To learn is important. abstract subject - less common
3) The most important thing is learning. normal complement
4) The most important thing is to learn. abstract complement - less common
d.  As the object of a sentence, it is more difficult to choose between a gerund or an infinitive. In such situations, gerunds and infinitives are not normally interchangeable. Usually, the main verb in the sentence determines whether you use a gerund or an infinitive.
Examples:
1) He enjoys swimming. "Enjoy" requires a gerund.
2) He wants to swim. "Want" requires an infinitive.

e.  Some verbs are followed by gerunds as objects 
Examples:
1) She suggested going to a movie.
2) Mary keeps talking about her problems.
f. Some verbs are followed by infinitives 
Examples:
1) She wants to go to a movie.
2) Mary needs to talk about her problems.
g.  Gerunds can often be modified with possessive forms such as his, her, its, your, their, our, John's, Mary's, the machine's, and so on. This makes it clearer who or what is performing the action.
Examples:
1) I enjoyed their singing. They were singing.
2) She understood his saying no to the offer. He said no.
3) Sam resented Debbie's coming late to the dinner. Debbie came late to the dinner.
4) We discussed the machine's being broken. The machine is broken.
h. Some verbs are followed by a noun plus an infinitive. In some situations, the noun is required. In other situations, the noun is optional. 
 Examples:
1) The police ordered the man to stop. noun is required
2) She asked to leave. noun is optional
3) She asked him to leave. noun is optional
i. Some verbs are usually followed by a gerund, BUT they can also be followed by a noun plus infinitive. Using a noun plus infinitive will usually change who is performing the action 
Examples:
1) I advised taking the train. in general
2) I advised him to take the train. He will take the train.
3) Thomas' story about seeing a grizzly bear was really exciting. noun + preposition



2. Gerunds after Prepositions


Check these examples of gerunds used after prepositions:   

a. I was thinking about getting her some nice jewelry, but actually... 

b. I look forward to repaying your kindness when you and Mark come  down  to visit one day. 

You see two prepositions in the sentences above. In sentence A, the preposition is  “about”, and in sentence B, it is “ to”. 
[image: https://googledrive.com/host/0B4BP00CxdrbXSGo0Zmd1MnU5N1E/dormir_36.JPG]
· Notice that these prepositions are followed by the -ing form of the verb. This form of the verb acts like a noun. It is called a gerund.
In the sentence: 

· Sleeping is Billy's favorite activity. 

“Sleeping” is a gerund. 

As you can use a gerund instead of a noun, you can substitute it, this or this activity  in place of the gerund. 
What  types of words follow prepositions? :  Nouns, pronouns and gerunds. 
So, when you have a preposition and you  need  a verb form after it, use the gerund (the -ing)  form of the verb.
Note that the following sentences are impossible in English: 

· He had always dreamed  about [to go] to Africa. 

· I'm worried about  [fail]  the examination. 

· They insist on  [leave]  early tomorrow morning.    


· The words in brackets are commonly made mistakes in the forms of the verbs.

 Look at these sentences one more time. Now, they contain the correct form of the verb: 

· He had always dreamed  about going to Africa. 

· I'm worried about failing the examination. 

· They insist on leaving early tomorrow morning. 


Remember then, that a preposition is followed by a noun, a pronoun, or a gerund form of the verb. 

In this chart, there are some examples of Verbs + prepositions + gerunds:


	Expressions with prepositions
	Example

	Believe in
	They believe in helping others

	Dream about
	As a child, he often dreamed about being an astronaut

	Forget about
	Forget about wining today; just relax and enjoy yourself.

	Involved  in
	He was involved in making the movie.

	Interested in
	He’s interested in learning French

	Look forward to
	I look forward to hearing from you soon.

	Sorry for, sorry about
	I’m sorry for being late.

	Thank somebody for
	Thank you for helping me.

	Think about
	I’m thinking about leaving town.

	Worry about
	Sometimes I worry about losing my job.



The important thing to remember here is that after a preposition, use the -ing form (the gerund form) of the verb. 
The following is ONLY A SAMPLE  LIST of the most commonly used adjective + preposition  combinations that can be followed by gerunds.
	accustomed   to                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
	He is accustomed to having his own office.

	addicted to
	She is addicted to watching TV.

	afraid of
	She is afraid of speaking in public.

	anxious about
	Norma is anxious about making the presentation.

	bored of
	I am bored of doing the same old job.

	capable of
	He is capable of winning a gold medal.

	committed to
	She is committed to improving her English.

	concerned about
	Nancy was concerned about being late.

	content with
	Tim is content with winning second place.

	Dedicated  to
	The organization is dedicated to ending poverty.

	Devoted  to
	The money will be devoted to protecting the environment.

	disappointed  with
	Fiona was disappointed with coming in third place.

	discouraged by
	He was discouraged by not getting the job.

	excited about
	The researcher was excited about going to Africa.

	famous for
	That actor is famous for being extremely weird.

	fond of
	She is fond of having picnics.

	frightened of
	She is frightened of being alone at night.

	guilty of
	The banker was guilty of stealing money.

	happy about
	He was happy about winning the lottery.

	Instead of
	Instead of crying, just do something productive.

	known for
	She was known for causing problems.

	Opposed  to
	They are opposed to building a new road in the park.

	proud of
	He was proud of having completed the marathon.

	Remembered  for
	She is remembered for protecting mountain gorillas.

	responsible for
	He is responsible for causing the damage.

	scared of
	Tina is scared of being alone at night.

	terrified of
	The surfer is terrified of being attacked by a shark.

	tired from
	She is tired from working all day.

	tired of
	Margaret is tired of making dinner every night.

	worried about
	The hikers were worried about not having enough water.


















[image: http://img2.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20130413185515/diccionario-universal/es/images/5/5c/Leyendo.jpg]Do the following reading and find the gerund and infinitive  forms present in the article.

Reading 
Reading is a complex cognitive process of decoding symbols in order to construct or derive meaning (reading comprehension). It is a means of language acquisition, of communication, and of sharing information and ideas. Like all language, it is a complex interaction between the text and the reader which is shaped by the reader’s prior knowledge, experiences, attitude, and language community which is culturally and socially situated.
 
The reading process requires continuous practice, development, and refinement. In addition, reading requires creativity and critical analysis. Consumers of literature make ventures with each piece, innately deviating from literal words to create images that make sense to them in the unfamiliar places the texts describe. Because reading is such a complex process, it cannot be controlled or restricted to one or two interpretations. 

There are no concrete laws in reading, but rather allows readers an escape to produce their own products introspectively. This promotes deep exploration of texts during interpretation. Readers use a variety of reading strategies to assist with decoding (to translate symbols into sounds or visual representations of speech) and comprehension. Readers may use context clues to identify the meaning of unknown words. Readers integrate the words they have read into their existing framework of knowledge or schema (schemata theory). –


Gerund forms: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Infinitive forms: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

QUICKCHECK

1. Select the word or phrase to complete each conversation correctly. There are five questions. 
 
[image: PE02660_]
1   "Jenny's interested in _______ a veterinarian."
     "I'm sure she'll be good at it, since she loves animals so much." 

	a) become 
	b) to become
	c) becoming




2      "Harriet thought about moving away, but she changed her mind."
[image: BD07263_]         "I'm glad she decided ________." 
 
	a) stay 
	b) to stay
	c) staying


3      "I'm sorry about ________ your vase. I'll replace it."
        "Don't worry about it. I never really liked it anyway."

	a) I broke 
	b) to break 
	[image: BD06295_]c) breaking 



4    "Thank you for coming to my son's concert."
      "It was my pleasure. I ________ it!" 

	a) enjoying
	b) enjoyed 
	c) to enjoy




5      "Bob seems to be a pathological liar, doesn't he?"
        "He sure does. He just doesn't believe in ________ the truth." 

	a) telling
	b) to tell 
	c) tell





2. Choose the right option
1. Dan enjoys _____________________  science fiction (to read – reading)
2. Susie suggested ________________ a movie after work. (to see –seeing)
3. I miss ________________ in the travel industry. Maybe I can get my old job back. (to work – working)
4. Where did you learn _________________ Spanish? Was it in Spain or in Latin America? (to speak – speaking)
5. Do you mind _______________ me translate this letter? (to help – helping)
6. He asked _____________  to the store manager. (to talk – talking)
7. You've never mentioned  __________ in Japan before. How long did you live there? (to live – living)
8. If he keeps _______________ to work late, he's going to get fired!             (to come – coming)
9. Debbie plans _______________ abroad next year. (to study – studying)
10. I agreed __________________ Jack wash his car. (to help – helping)

------------------------------------------------- 0 ---------------------------------------------------------



3.  Gerunds after certain verbs.

Check the following sentences where gerunds are used after other verbs:

· A friend of mine recommended buying Lap-Pal 2000. 

· But if you anticipate needing something specific, I'm sure we can help you out. 

Remember that some verbs are followed only by the infinitive form: 

· I want to go home. 

· We expect to be on time.

In contrast, others are followed only by the gerund form, as in this chart:





	EXAMPLES
	EXPLANATION

	a) Charlie can’t help falling in love with a new woman every few weeks.

b) Mary gave up smoking because she knows it’s bad for her health.

	
Some verbs are followed immediately by a gerund.



· Remember from the previous lesson that a gerund is the -ing form of the verb used as a noun. 

The charts below show some frequently used verbs which are followed by either the infinitive or the gerund. 

The only way to learn which verbs combine with infinitives and which  ones with gerunds is to practice and memorize.

	EXAMPLES
	EXPLANATIONS

	
a) I plan to study all weekend, so I guess I can relax this afternoon.

	
Infinitives usually refer to the possibility of an action occurring. The action has not happened yet.

	
b) I don’t enjoy studying  all weekend, but we have a big examination on Monday
	
Gerunds usually  refer to an action that has already started or has already been experienced.


	
c) I want to swim in the ocean this Summer.

d) I intend to take the TOEFL at the end of the semester.

	
Verbs of desire ( hope, wish, plan, want, etc.) imply that the speaker hasn’t experienced the action yet, but may in the future. They are typically followed by infinitives.


	
d) I enjoy swimming in the ocean.

f) I despise taking the TOEFL because it makes me so nervous.

	
Certain verbs of emotion (enjoy, appreciate, etc) imply that the speaker has already experienced the cause of that emotion. They are typically followed by gerunds.
Other verbs of emotion (like, love, hate, can’t stand) can be followed by gerunds or infinitives without much difference in meaning.






	VERB

	EXAMPLES
	IMPLIED MEANING

	Forget
	g) I forgot to meet her
	I didn’t meet her because I forgot about our appointment

	
	h) I forgot meeting her
	I met her, but I didn’t remember that I did.

	Try
	i) We tried to close the window, but it was stuck
	We couldn’t close it.

	
	j) We tried closing the window, but the room was still cold.
	We closed it, but that didn’t make the room warmer

	Remember
	k) John remembered to mail the letter.
	He remembered, and then went to the mailbox.

	
	l) John remembered mailing the letter.
	[image: PE07542_]He mailed the letter, and remembered it later.

	Stop
	m) John stopped smoking last month.
	He doesn’t smoke anymore.

	
	n) John stopped to smoke because he needed a break.

	John took a break and smoked.




	VERBS THAT ARE FOLLOWED BY INFINITIVES
	VERBS THAT ARE FOLLOWED BY GERUNDS

	Appear
Refuse
Seem
Agree
Claim
Care
Deserve
Decide
Demand
Pretend
Hesitate
Offer
Tend
Learn
Neglect
wait


	Advise
Remind 
Persuade
Urge
Encourage convince force
Forbid
Command
Order
Allow 
Permit
Invite
Trust
Cause
Tell
Warn
 Teach
Hire

	Expect
Arrange
Want
Intend
Consent
Ask
Need

	Can’t help
Keep on
Recommend suggest
Deny
Consider
Admit
Give up
Avoid
Quit
Practice
Include Resist


	Advise
Encourage Urge
Forbid
Allow
Permit
Invite
Cause
Teach


	Appreciate
Anticipate
Dislike
Don’t mind
Enjoy
Resent
Consider
Delay postpone
Excuse
Imagine
Miss
Tolerate
Understand
[image: j0078811]



QUICKCHECK.

1. Select the word or phrase to complete each conversation correctly. There are five questions. 
[image: PE01224_]
1  "I recommend ________your teeth with a soft, hand-held toothbrush."
    "Really, Dr. Payne? I thought I was supposed to use an electric toothbrush!" 

	a) to brush 
	b) brushing 
	c) brush



2     "I've decided _________ for another job."
       "You're kidding! What's the matter with the job you have?" 

	a) to look 
	b) look 
	c) to looking 




3     "Now, put your hands on the keyboard and I'll tell you what commands to enter."
        "Don't help me. I'm learning _______ the computer myself." 

	a) to run
	b) running 
	c) run 



4    "What a wonderful city to live in! Always something to do!"
[image: BL00652_]     "That's true, but I'm lonely. I miss _______ with all my friends and my family."  

	a) to be 
	b) be 
	c) being 


  

5   "Why do you sleep so much these days? Are you tired? Are you sick?"
     "No. I just enjoy _______." 

	a) to sleep 
	b) sleeping 
	[image: BS02059_]c) that I sleep





GRAMMAR PRACTICE.
1. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate preposition.

a. Some people believe _______ aliens.
b. I’d rather drive a car instead _____ a motorcycle.
c. Children always dream _______ being like their heroes.
d. Men are usually interested _______ women.
e. I’m thinking ______ quitting my job.
f. Illegal immigrants are usually worried ______ being deported.
g. I would like to thank my parents _____ helping me throughout my life.
h. I feel sorry _____ the homeless children.
i. Mary is very daring. She believes ____ taking chances.
j. Sometimes I dream _______  winning the lottery
k. He is a greedy man. He’s always thinking ____ getting more money.
l. Forget ______ working here anymore. You are fired!
m. He looks forward ____ seeing you again.

2. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate form of the verb. Use the gerund form or the infinitive form.
a) Helen always refuse _________ (talk) to him.
b) Charles doesn’t want ______(tell) me the truth.
c) I can’t help _____ (cry) when I watch soap operas.
d) Williams expects me ________  (do) well in the exam.
e) Jason gave up  _______ (smoking) two days ago.
f) My mother decided _______ (quit) her job.
g) Billy asked me _____ (help) him with his homework.
h) Teachers should encourage their students ________ (study) harder.
i) I didn’t tell him _____ (come) tomorrow.
j) Sally doesn’t mind _________(go) to the party with her brother.
k) I keep on _________ (search) for the solutions to this problem.
l) He seems  ________ (like) the present you bought him.
m) Don’t hesitate _____ (take) that job. You’ll be rewarded.
n) The doctor advised him _______ (reduce) fats on his diet.

3.  Find the mistakes in the following sentences and correct them.

a.  I believe about helping others
____________________________________________________________
b. She is interested in to learn French.
____________________________________________________________
c. We are planning studying all night.
____________________________________________________________
d. I need  persuading him to stay at home.
____________________________________________________________
e. They usually going camping on weekends.
____________________________________________________________
f. I don’t like to go shop downtown.
___________________________________________________________
g. Sarah likes  go sailing on Saturdays.
____________________________________________________________

4. Complete the following phrases with personal ideas.

a. I have always dream about ____________________________________
b. People usually worries about ___________________________________
c. Sometimes I forget about ______________________________________
d. When I was a kid I believed in ________________________________
e. You should work harder instead of ____________________________
f. I’m always thinking about ______________________________________
g. I would like to thank my parents for ____________________________
h. I’m thinking about ___________________________________ tonight.
i. Right now, I’m looking forward to ________________________________
j. I have always been interested in _____________________________
k. I really enjoy ______________________________________________
l. I can’t stand ________________________________________________
m.  My mother can’t help  ________________________________________
n.  It was hard for me to give up ___________________________________
o. I always expect people ________________________________________
5. Choose the right option:

3. Principio del formulario
1. Dan enjoys  ( to read – reading)  science fiction.
2. Cheryl suggested  ( to see – seeing) a movie after work.
3. I miss( to work – working) in the travel industry. Maybe I can get my old job back.
4. Where did you learn  (to speak – speaking) Spanish? Was it in Spain or in Latin America?
5. Do you mind (to help – helping) me translate this letter?
6. He asked ( to talk – talking)  to the store manager.
7. You've never mentioned ( to live – living ) in Japan before. How long did you live there?
8. If he keeps  ( to come – coming) to work late, he's going to get fired!
9. Debbie plans (to study – studying)  abroad next year.
10. I agreed  (to help – helping) Jack wash his car. 
11. I hope (to graduate – graduating ) from college next June.
12. The models practiced (walking – to walk) with a book balanced on their heads.
13. Mandy has promised (to take – taking) care of our dog while we are on vacation.
14. Mr. Edwards chose (accepting – to accept) the management position in Chicago rather than the position in Miami.
15. I don't know what she wants (to do – doing) tonight. Why don't you ask her?
16. Frank offered (to help – helping) us paint the house.
17. Sandra decided (to study – studying ) economics in London.
18. Witnesses reported (to see – seeing ) the bank robber as he was climbing out of the second-story window.
19. Stephanie dislikes  ( to work – working) in front of a computer all day.
20. Mrs. Naidoo appears  ( to be - being) the most qualified person for the job.






















2nd LESSON

1. Go + Gerund for Some Activities.
2. Gerunds as subject and object of verbs.
[image: PE00500_]-----------------------------------------------------------
1.  Go + Gerund for Some Activities.

Probably you  have seen expressions like these: 
· Going skiing? 
· Going camping? 

You often hear this construction when you talk about certain recreational activities. 

The verb go can be in any tense or form, and it is followed by the gerund. 

Typically, go + the gerund describes the kinds of activities that can be done alone, and are not usually competitive. 
[image: PE01686_]
These activities differ from baseball and tennis, for example:
· We play baseball. 
· We play tennis. 

We could not use “go playing baseball”  because the form go + -ing is not generally used for sports and activities that you do with someone else by necessity, and those are always competitive.






 Some common expressions using go + -ing are:
	EXAMPLES
	

	Go boating
	In the summer, a lot of people go boating.

	Go bowling
	Last weekend we went bowling.

	Go camping
	Next summer we’re going camping.

	Go dancing
	We’re thinking about going dancing.

	Go fishing
	Going fishing can be very relaxing

	Go hiking
	Do you want to go hiking this weekend?

	Go hunting
	They’re going hunting.

	Go jogging
	They went jogging together every morning

	Go sailing
	They go sailing every weekend.

	Go skydiving
	I never tell my mother when I’m going skydiving

	Go shopping
	I don’t like to go shopping when the mall is crowded.

	Go swimming
	We’ve gone swimming in the lake every summer for forty years.



· Of course, go exists in other expressions like go searching, but this kind of expression is different from the one we are focusing on: go + -ing for individual recreational activities.  Now, go on to the QuickCheck.


QUICKCHECK.

[image: BD05490_]Choose the phrase (or phrases) to complete each conversation correctly. There are five questions. 

1    "What did you do this weekend?"
      "We ________ on Big Wind Lake." 

	a) went sailing 
	b) played sail
	c) went playing sail



2   "My son ________ every summer."
     "Mine, too." 

	a) goes playing baseball
	b) plays baseball
	c) plays baseball



3    "I never thought Tom and Jane would actually get married. They're so different   
       from each other!"
       "True. He likes _______, and she likes _______."


	a) to go dancing/going camping 
	b) to go dance/going to camp 
	[image: PE02548_]c) going dancing/to go to camping


  
4    "What terrible weather! I guess we won't be going to the beach today."
      "Right. We can't _________ in this thunderstorm. Want to see a movie?" 

	a) play swimming 
	b) go swimming 
	c) go to swimming



5   "How did Sam break his leg?"
     "Oh, he ________ on Saturday and ran into a tree." 

	a) played skiing 
	b) went to ski
	c) went skiing




2. Gerunds as subject and object of verbs.
Both gerunds and infinitives can be nouns, which means they can do just about anything that a noun can do.
 Although they name things, like other nouns, they normally name activities rather than people or objects. Here are five noun-uses of gerunds and infinitives (and one additional non-noun use, the adjective complement, that we throw in here, free of charge).
2. Gerunds and infintives can both function as the subject of a sentence:
a. Playing basketball takes up too much of her time.
b. To play basketball for UConn is her favorite fantasy.
3. It is not impossible for an infinitive to appear at the beginning of a sentence as the subject, but it is more common for an infinitive to appear as a Subject Complement:
a. Her favorite fantasy is to play basketball for UConn.
The gerund can also play this role:
b. Her favorite fantasy is playing basketball for UConn.
4. Both of these verbal forms can further identify a noun when they play the role of Noun Complement and Appositive:
a. Her desire to play basketball for UConn became an obsession.
b. I could never understand her desire to play basketball for UConn.
c. Her one burning desire in life, playing basketball for UConn, seemed a goal within reach.
 The infinitive is often a complement used to help define an abstract noun. Here is a very partial list of abstract nouns, enough to suggest their nature. Try following these adjectives with an infinitive phrase  (their desire to play in the championship game, a motivation to pass all their courses, her permission to stay up late, a gentle reminder to do your work) to see how the phrase modifies and focuses the noun.
	advice
appeal
command
decision
desire
fact
instruction
motivation
	opportunity
order
permission
plan
possibility
preparation
proposal
recommendation
	refusal
reminder
request
requirement
suggestion
tendency
wish






5. Infinitive phrases often follow certain adjectives. When this happens, the infinitive is said to play the role of Adjective Complement. (This is not a noun function, but we will include it here nonetheless.)
a. She was hesitant to tell the coach of her plan. She was reluctant to tell her parents, also, But she would not have been content to play high school ball forever.+
Here is a list of adjectives that you will often find in such constructions.
	ahead
amazed
anxious
apt
ashamed
bound
careful
certain
content
delighted
	determined
disappointed
eager
eligible
fortunate
glad
happy
hesitant
liable
likely
	lucky
pleased
proud
ready
reluctant
sad
shocked
sorry
surprised
upset


6. Although we do not find many infinitives in this next category, it is not uncommon to find gerunds taking on the role of Object of a Preposition:
a. She wrote a newspaper article about dealing with college recruiters.
b. She thanked her coach for helping her to deal with the pressure.
Two prepositions, except and but, will sometimes take an infinitive.
a. The committee had no choice except to elect Frogbellow chairperson.
b. What is left for us but to pack up our belongings and leave?
7. And, finally, both gerunds and infinitives can act as a Direct Object:
a. [bookmark: catenatives]Here, however, all kinds of decisions have to be made, and  some of these decisions will seem quite arbitrary. 
Although it is seldom a serious problem for native English speakers, deciding whether to use a gerund or an infinitive after a verb can be perplexing among students for whom English is a second language.
 Why do we decide to run, but we would never decide running? On the other hand, we might avoid running, but we would not avoid  to run. And finally, we might like running and would also like to run. It is clear that some verbs take gerunds, some verbs take infinitives, and some verbs take either. 
Read carefully the following paragraph.
“INTERNET ON THE RISE.”
You’ve probably heard that a lot of people are doing their shopping on line these days. In fact, buying and selling over the internet are rapidly gaining in popularity.
 E-tailing – or e-commerce, as it is called – now involves millions of shoppers spending billions of dollars every year.
Who are these shoppers? What are they buying? Why don’t they just go to the mall?
Making purchases online is a shopping trend shared almost equally by men and women. At first men made more online purchases in all categories of goods than women did.
Now the balance has shifted somewhat; and women outspend men in some categories of online shopping. Men buy more computer software and hardware, while women buy more books and music items. Across the board, sales of clothing, food, gift items, airline tickets and automobiles have increased rapidly.
[image: BD05136_]Online consumers do their shopping via the computer rather than at the mall for a good reason. By shopping online both men and women can make their purchases when it’s convenient for them. A lot of e-commerce takes place after 8 p.m, when stores are usually closed. The online consumer may, if he/she likes, buy at 3 a.m while wearing pajamas. Also, by using Internet to research products, shoppers save time and energy, and often money – all from the comfort of their own home. Once they have made a decision, they may buy over the Net; or, they may then head to a store to make their purchases.
Will online shopping replace mall cruising ? Probably not. Many people still prefer actually shopping in stores – to see, to touch, to feel the articles they are considering  buying. You probably will however meet more and more people who prefer having the comfort and benefiting from the efficiency of shopping on the net.

Resume:

You have already seen that we use gerunds (the -ing form of the verb) after certain verbs like enjoy, and after prepositions. In this lesson, we focus on using gerunds as subject and object of the verb. 
In the reading passage, there are many instances of gerunds used in this way: 
[image: BD05615_]
· A:  In fact, buying and selling over the Internet are rapidly gaining in    
             popularity. 
· B:  Online consumers do their shopping via the computer rather than at  
              the mall for a good reason. 
[image: j0078711]
· In sentence A, buying and selling are the subjects of the sentence. 
· In sentence B, shopping is the object of the verb do. 

· Remember that the gerund is the noun form of a verb.

· It acts as a noun. 

In the sentences above, you could substitute it, this activity or these activities for the gerund—as you can for the gerunds in the sentences in this chart:


	Subject
	Verb
	Object or Complement

	Eating
	is
	his only pleasure.

	Driving too fast
	is
	dangerous

	Dancing
	makes
	him dizzy.

	Winning the lottery
	is
	nearly impossible

	Online shopping
	will replace
	mail cruising.

	I
	don’t understand
	cooking

	Nobody
	likes /loves / hates
	standing / to stand in line.


 
Remember that infinitives are used after certain verbs—want, promise, hope and expect, for example—and that gerunds are used after others—enjoy, avoid, appreciate and anticipate, for example. 
There are other uses of infinitives and gerunds, which we haven't focused on in this lesson. To see how well you understand gerunds, go on to the QuickCheck.

[image: BS01153_]QUICKCHECK.
Select the answers to complete both parts of each conversation correctly. There are five questions. 

1     "Do you want ______with me? I'm going sky-diving."
 "No way! _______ out of a plane is the last thing I want to do." 

	a) coming/Jumping
	b) to come/Jump 
	c) to come/Jumping




2 "You can read the president's complete speech in this morning's   
        newspaper."
    "I watched some of it on TV last night. _______ it on TV is a little more  
      lively  than _______ it in the paper." 
 
	a) See/read
	b) Seeing/reading 
	c) To seeing/to reading 



[image: PE02550_]
3   "My mother really enjoys ________."
      "It's good that she does. _______ is your father's favorite activity." 

	a) cook/Eat 
	b) cooking/Eating 
	c) to cook/Eat 



      4    "How did you get to be a top chess-player?"
      "_______ chess has always been my favorite activity. My uncle used to   
       encourage me _______ in city tournaments."

	a) Playing/to play
	b) To playing/play 
	c) Play/playing 



5  "Norman goes to the horse races every weekend, did you know that?"
    "Yes, he loves _______ the horses, and of course _______ makes him 
      very happy.” 
 
	a) play/win 
	b) to playing/to win
	c) playing/winning


[image: Descripción: Descripción: logo cedic]
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GRAMMAR PRACTICE
1. Answer the following personal questions.
b. Did your parents encourage you when you were a child?
___________________________________________________________
c. Have you ever  been hired by a big Company?
____________________________________________________________
d. Did your parents allow you to play with matches?
____________________________________________________________
e. Can you resist a huge piece of chocolate cake?
____________________________________________________________
f. Do you usually postpone your assignments?
____________________________________________________________
g. Do you enjoy getting up early in the morning?
____________________________________________________________
h. Are you allowed to go out by yourself?
____________________________________________________________
i. Do you believe in Aliens from another planet?
____________________________________________________________
j. Can you admit that you made a mistake?
____________________________________________________________
k. Can you be persuaded easily?
____________________________________________________________
l. Have you ever considered moving to another country?
____________________________________________________________
m. Can your mother tolerate  her children’s disobedience?
____________________________________________________________
n. Do you deserve to be rich?
____________________________________________________________
o. Do you usually go dancing on Saturday nights?
____________________________________________________________
p. Have you ever gone bowling?
____________________________________________________________
q. Would you like to go sailing?
___________________________________________________________
r. Have you ever gone camping?
____________________________________________________________
s. Where do you like to go shopping?
____________________________________________________________
t. Are you afraid of going skydiving?
___________________________________________________________

u. Do you like people who go hunting?
____________________________________________________________

5. Complete the following sentences.

1. I think that winning the lottery is ______________________________
2. Nowadays, Online shopping has become _______________________
3. Driving too fast can be ______________________________________
4. To me, cooking is _________________________________________
5. For most people, eating is ___________________________________
6. Taking a nap can __________________________________________
7. Working extra hours could ___________________________________
8. Reading a good book is _____________________________________
9. For most people getting married is ____________________________
10. To me, dancing is _________________________________________

Visit  these pages:  
http://www.really-learn-english.com/english-reading-practice.html
http://www.eslgold.com/speaking.html
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